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they hide their talent in the earth.    They take no
risks with him.

And, in this, they are wise. But there is a greater
wisdom than theirs. It was the wisdom of Jesus,
which despised their prudence. It is the wisdom
which whispers : " Take the risk ! If that is truly
the urge of your secret soul, obey it. No matter
what the cost, obey ! " ' This is the voice of the Life
within urging Man to yet more Life. This is the
voice to which Jesus of Nazareth was himself
obedient unto death : in the strength of which he
laughed at the wise and the prudent, and knew, on
his pulses, that the Father of Life loved the Prodigal
Son.

The wise and the prudent have emasculated these
great and wonderful parables, because they dare
not believe that what they say is true. It would
never do to believe what they say. And not only
would it never do to believe what they say ; it
is impossible to believe what they say. Men obey
the precepts of Jesus not because they can, or
because they choose, or because they believe, but
because they must. They do not take the risk :
the risk is taken. They go the grievous path because
they can go no other. They do not know that
salvation awaits them. No man was ever sustained
in advance by the knowledge that by losing his life
he would save it. The man who knows that before-
hand is incapable of losing his life : he has clung
to it, he has never known what it is to be alone.
Take away from Jesus his final and utter despair,
and you take away all his meaning, all his triumph.

It may be said that these are tremendous com-
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